St. Joseph County Soil & Water Conservation Partnership
2015 Annual Report
On January 30, 2015 we were joined by 174 community
members at the Hedwig Memorial Center in South Bend
for the 55th Annual Meeting. Comedian Craig Tornquist
was our entertainment.
We were honored to have Meredith Perks Regional
Director to US Senator Joe Donnelly, Ben Falkowski
District Director to US Representative Jackie Walorski, IN State Representative David Niezgodski and wife Sheila, IN State
Senator Jim Arnold and wife Lauren, and Commissioners Dave Thomas and Deborah Flemming as honored guests.
Our annual supervisor election was held with candidates Jeremy
Cooper and Paul Williams, III running. Jeremy Cooper was
re-elected to the board by ballot votes.
We’d like to thank Carole Riewe (10 years),
and Dale Stoner (45 years) for their dedication
and service!
Conservation Awards were given to our 2014 River Friendly
Farmers of the Year, Randy Ehninger and Jim Eller.

SAVE THE DATE
56th Annual Meeting
Join us in celebrating 56 years of serving St. Joseph County
January 29, 2016
Doors open at 5:45 PM
St. Hedwig Parish
331 S Scott St., South Bend, IN 46601
Please RSVP by Friday, January 22, 2016
Tickets for the Family-Style Polish Dinner are available for $15.00 each
from any St. Joseph County SWCD board member or call the office at
574-936-2024 ext. 4.

The evening will feature:
Rod Noftsger’s Fascinating Rhythm

Fascinating Rhythm is a stylish ten piece swing band with featured
soloist Joyce Jones. They will be performing your favorite swing and
jazz standards. Their repertoire includes songs made famous by Glenn
Miller, Duke Ellington, Count Basie and Frank Sinatra to name a few.
Rod Noftsger brings his professional experience to the band having
performed in Nashville, TN for over twenty years both as a band leader
and as a featured trumpet soloist.
The evening will also include a Silent Auction, board supervisor election
and awards ceremony.

29th Annual Tree Sale | April 18, 2015
Total Tree Seedlings Sold (8,063):
Evergreens (4,752) Wildflower Seed Packets (80)
Deciduous (2,178) Rain Barrels (2)
Flowering/Fruit (1,673) Composters (3)
Groundcover (1,125)

Over 235 seedlings granted to local non-profits such as:
Lakeville Conservation Club

|

Unity Gardens

|

Harris Civil Township

THANK YOU!!! Our Tr ee / Rain Bar r el / Composter Sale Fundr aiser would not
be possible without the many volunteers from the St. Joseph County SWCD Board,
Penn High School, St. Joseph Valley Master Gardener's, and other dedicated
individuals. THANK YOU also to the area merchants, schools, organizations, &
libraries that allow us to display our tree sales flyers, and to our preferred commercial
printer, The Farmers Exchange in New Paris. And THANK YOU to our loyal and
new customers who chose to purchase these items and help the environment at the same
time! * The St. Joseph County SWCD is a subdivision of state government. We do
receive limited funding from federal, state, and local entities, however, we also work
very hard to raise funds to encourage conservation efforts throughout St. Joseph Co!

Due to declining sales, the board has decided to sit out the 2016 year for our tree sale. If you are in need of
tree seedlings please visit one of our neighbor SWCD’s, InDNR or our partner nurseries.







Kosciusko County SWCD - Order Deadline: April 7, 2016. Pick up date: April 16, 2016 www.kosciuskoswcd.org
574-267-7445 Ext 3
Elkhart County SWCD - Order Deadline: March 4, 2016. Pick up date: April 16, 2016 www.elkcoswcd.org
574-533-4383 Ext 3
Hensler Nursery- www.henslernurseryindiana.com/ 574-867-4192
Alpha Nursery- www.alphanurseries.com/ 269-857-7804
Indiana Department of Natural Resources - Order between Oct. 1, 2015 & May 1, 2016 www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/3606.htm
Cardno Native Plant Nursery - 574-586-2412 Call to place an order. Minimum of $100/order

HEADWATERS YELLOW RIVER WATERSHED PLANNING PROJECT
In the fall of 2014 the Marshall County Soil and
Water Conservation District (SWCD) received state and
federal funds to produce a watershed management plan
for the Headwaters Yellow River Watershed. The
Headwaters Yellow River Watershed encompasses
approximately 187,423 acres of land across Marshall,
Elkhart, St. Joseph and Kosciusko Counties.
The Indiana DNR's lake and River Enhancement
(LARE) Program has provided funds to collect and
analyze water quality data at multiple locations
throughout the watershed. United States Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) funds have been provided
through the Indiana Department of Environmental
Management (IDEM) Section 319 Nonpoint Source
Management Program.
Multiple streams and lakes within the watershed
have been listed on IDEM's 303d list of impaired
waterbodies for E. coli and excess phosphorus. The
project will identify critical areas within the Headwaters

Yellow River Watershed that are contributing to these
impairments and work with local landowners to install a
demonstration best management practice in one of these
critical areas to improve local water quality.
The project began January 1, 2015 and will
continue for the next three years. St. Joseph county
SWCD, along with several county & state groups, make
up the steering committee. Marshall County SWCD has
contracted with
Cardno, Inc. to
administer the
grant. For
further
information on
the Headwaters
Yellow River
Watershed
project see our
homepage.

Members of the MSP include:
City of South Bend
City of Mishawaka
Town of the Roseland
Town of Osceola

The Michiana Stormwater Partnership
(MSP) is a cooperative effort of local
governments to improve the quality of stormwater runoff in
our area while fulfilling the requirements of our
communities’ Rule 13 permits as issued by Indiana
Department of Environmental Management (IDEM).
What can YOU do to help our rivers and streams?
Visit www.clearchoicescleanwater.org to learn about

St. Joseph County Soil & Water Conservation District
St. Joseph County
Ivy Tech Community College
Bethel College
St. Joseph River Basin Commission/MACOG

choices we make everyday and the impact they have on our
streams, rivers, lakes and oceans. Water quality friendly
lawn care includes practices such as:
 Using phosphorus-free fertilizer
 Landscaping with native plants
 Managing yard and pet wastes
 Properly maintaining septic systems

2015 Urban Conservation Accomplishments
Storm Water Management, Erosion Control Planning, and Public Education are critical elements in protecting and
improving water quality in St. Joseph County and downstream. In agreement with requirements of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) has
established a storm water program to manage the permitting of large municipal storm water discharges, storm water
associated with industrial activity (Rule 6), storm water associated with construction activity (Rule 5), and storm water
associated with municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4 & Rule 13). Indiana’s 92 Soil & Water Conservation
Districts are key partners in the success of IDEM’s Storm Water Program, and most specifically with Rule 5 and Rule 13 .

Community Involvement
St. Joseph County SWCD partnered with neighboring SWCD’s and area stormwater
partnerships in February for a Contractors’ Workshop to educate participants on the
“Green of Erosion Control.” Participants enjoyed a delicious breakfast and learned
about new products, what IDEM’s thoughts are on self-monitoring, ways to finance
erosion control, and why erosion control is important.
In addition, the St. Joseph County SWCD assisted the local non-profit community outreach,
Unity Gardens, in installing a rain garden at their LaSalle Square location as part of their
summer kids’ camp.

Healthy soil gives us clean air and water, bountiful crops and forests, productive grazing lands, diverse wildlife, and
beautiful landscapes. Soil does all this by performing 5 essential functions:
1. Regulating water. Soil helps control where rain, snowmelt, and irrigation water goes.
2. Sustaining plant and animal life. The diversity and productivity of living things depends on soil.
3. Filtering potential pollutants. The minerals and microbes in soil are responsible for filtering,
buffering, degrading, immobilizing, and detoxifying.
4. Cycling nutrients. Carbon, nitrogen, phosphorus, and many other nutrients are stored,
transformed, and cycled in the soil.
5. Supporting Structures. Buildings need stable soil for support, and archeological treasures
associated with human habitation are protected in soils.
LEARN MORE at: www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/soils/health/

2015 Youth Education Accomplishments
SCHOOLS Participating in In-School Programs

45

STUDENTS Participating in In-School Programs

13,000+

Youth Outreach / Community Events (Outside of School)

15

2015 HIGHLIGHTS
Project WILD - IUSB ED2 Training - Growing Summit - Corbus Creek Conservation Day
Indiana Master Naturalist/County Parks - The Res 4th grade field trip
Greene Intermediate Center St. Joseph River Rafting Trip and Marian High School St.
Joseph River Canoe Trip
Display and Demo at St. Joseph County Public Library’s 23rd Annual Science Alive
Camp Millhouse and Camp Topenebee Scout Camp

2015 St. Joseph County SWCD
Prevented Planting Cover Crop Cost-Share
Indiana set a record for rainfall in the month of June,
with a state average of 9.03 inches, according to the Indiana
State Climate Office. June also was the fourth-wettest of any
month on record since 1895. Due to all this rain, many fields
were flooded causing several bare patches throughout the state
once the water receded. The St. Joseph County SWCD was
able to help protect this exposed soil with a Prevented Planting
Cover Crop Cost-Share program.
The St. Joseph County SWCD along with Marshall &
Starke County SWCD’s are proud to announce that we have had
two separate three year Clean Water Indiana grants approved!
Both grants will begin in 2016!
The goal of the first grant, called Conservation Cropping
Systems to Improve Soil Health, is to improve water quality by
helping producers utilize all aspects of the conservation cropping
systems (no-till, cover crops, nutrient management, & filter
strips) which will improve soil health, reduce erosion & nutrient
runoff in the Kankakee Watershed. To help implement these
practices our program will offer a cost-share program for new
acres for cover crops, no-till, nutrient management & filter strips.
We selected the Kankakee River Watershed area
because of the vulnerability of our watershed due to the water
table being very close to the surface in many areas and easily
contaminated by chemical and nutrient runoff as well as sediment
runoff. We also have many areas of sandy soils which drain too
quickly to properly filter the same contaminates. Encouraging
and implementing the conservation cropping systems will help to

reduce the contamination of our water by
limiting the chemicals, nutrients, and sediment
that is released from the soil.
The second grant, called Rainscaping, is
more of an urban focused grant with the goal of
mitigating non-source point pollution from
entering the St. Joseph River from stormwater
runoff. This grant has a three year, three phase
approach. The first year of this grant will focus on education.
Since this is a new concept, we will have workshops and
information available in this first year to better understand what
Rainscaping is. The second year of this grant will implement a
demonstration plot which will allow us to show exactly what rain
gardens are and how they work. Year three will be a cost-share
year which will allow for the installation of rain gardens
throughout the St. Joseph River watershed.
Please contact the office for more information or to
receive an application for cost-share opportunities.
574-936-2024 ext. 4 or info@stjosephswcd.org.

2015 Agricultural Conservation Practices
1,986 New Conservation Practices Were Installed, Covering Over 4,700 Acres in St. Joseph County
U.S. Department of Agriculture Service Center, the St. Joseph County Soil & Water Conservation
Partnership Staff (NRCS & SWCD) and SWCD Board Members are committed to serving our
customers – the landowners, land-users, and citizens of St. Joseph County. Here, we view our
capstone successes through the lens of the installation of NEW CONSERVATION PRACTICES in
ST. JOSEPH COUNTY through voluntary programs that provide opportunities for educational,
technical, and/or financial assistance (primarily funded through the 2014 Farm Bill).
The Details …
NOTE: These Numbers do not reflect ongoing work with practices and/or contracts initiated in prior years.

4,717 Acres with
Conservation Plans
Applied

No-till
92 acres

Grazing Fence
3,502 ft.

Cover Crops
2,914 acres

Conservation Crop
61 acres of Reduced
Rotation
Tillage
76 acres

Irrigation Water
Management
982 acres

Integrated Pest
Management
334 acres

Forest Stand
Improvement
33 acres

Wetland
Enhancement
30 acres

Early Successional
Habitat
Development
27 acres

Wetland
Restoration
16 acres

Tree Establishment
3 acres

Filter Strips
1 acre

Seasonal High
Tunnel
2,160 sq. ft.

Livestock Pipeline
914 ft.

Subsurface Drains
905 ft.

Dike
476 ft.

1 Grade
Stabilization
Structure

1 Structure for
Water Control

St. Joseph County Soil & Water Conservation Partnership
Members’ Mission Statements

To provide guidance and education to the youth and
adults of St. Joseph County and to administer
programs to preserve, improve, and protect soil, water,
air, plant, and animal resources for future generations.

Mission: Helping People
held the Land
Vision: Productive Lands
Healthy Environment

DIVISION OF
SOIL CONSERVATION

To facilitate the protection and
enhancement of Indiana’s
land and water.

Got Questions? For St. Joseph County, Indiana Residents, here are a few numbers we give out regularly:
 Soil Testing: St. J oseph County Pur due Extension: 574-235-9604
 Free Mulch/Compost for South Bend Residents: Or ganic Resour ces: 574-287-6841
 Solid Waste Management District, including Recycling & Household Hazardous Waste Disposal: 574-235-9971
 Water Testing: St. J oseph County Health Depar tment: 574-235-9750
 Trees/Forestry: Indiana DNR Distr ict For ester : 219-843-4827
 “Nuisance” Wildlife: Indiana DNR Conser vation Officer : 574-457-8092
 Other wildlife questions: Indiana DNR Wildlife Biologist: 260-468-2515
 St. Joseph County PLAT BOOK: Far m Cr edit Ser vices: 574-291-1277
 NOT SURE who to call? We can help figure that out: St. J oseph County SWCD: 574-936-2024 EXT 4

A Fresh Perspective
By Dominick Tirotta, NRCS Earth Team Volunteer

As part of my requirements to graduate from Holy
Cross College, I was given the opportunity to fulfill a
semester long internship with an organization of my choice,
and reflect upon my experiences. As the case with many
college students, I was fairly indecisive. My aspirations to
become an environmental lawyer spurred me to look into
internships with the Department of Natural Resources to
learn more about the environment and spend some time in
the outdoors. However, after several failed attempts at
setting up an internship experience with them, I was left
with nothing. Not to be discouraged, I expanded my search.
Before I could even look much further my internship
coordinator through my school informed me of an
internship opportunity with a division of the USDA called
the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS).
The NRCS turned out to be a pleasant surprise.
Upon my initial research, it seemed to me that the NRCS
only focused on agricultural work and helped farmers with
their productivity. However, after delving further into what
the organization does and getting the opportunity to be
involved with some of the office and field work, I have
learned the NRCS has much more to offer. Their main
focus is providing land owners, whether it be farmers or
otherwise, with advice, technical support, innovative
conservation programs, and financial incentives to promote
conservation of the county's water and soil. Soil and water
sounds fairly uninteresting from an outsider’s perspective,

however, it went much further than that. Although all of the
innovative conservation programs and advice that the
NRCS provides to landowners are focused on both soil and
water health, practices such as no till farming, planting of
cover crops, and the implementation of buffer strips, all
have a direct benefit to the wildlife in the area. Healthy soil
and water health are essential to the health of the entire
ecosystem, plants and animals alike. Another surprising
program the NRCS offers is the reverting of agricultural
land back to wetlands habitat if the soil hydrology and
other requirements are met. There are countless practices
available that although intended for soil and water health,
have the welcomed consequence of helping the landowner
and the entire surrounding ecosystem.
Whether it is implementing practices to help the
water or the soil, the NRCS, in cooperation with farmers
and land owners in the county, undoubtedly fulfill the
duties outlined in their mission statement, “To help people
manage, conserve, and enhance natural resources for
present and future
generations through
education, public
information,
leadership, technical
assistance and
development of
innovative
programs.”

The individuals and organizations listed below are financial supporters of the conservation programs of the
St. Joseph County Soil and Water Conservation District for 2015. We would like to sincerely thank each and every one
of them for their support and cooperation toward the District’s programs. Without their continued financial assistance, it would be extremely difficult for the District to grow and expand our programs.

2015 Gold Sponsors
Ava Preacher &
Coleen Hoover

Keith & Nancy
Lineback

River Bend Hose Specialty
574-233-1133
riverbendhose.com

2015 Silver Sponsors
The Farmer’s Exchange,
New Paris
574-831-2138
Farmers-exchange.net

Shoemaker Welding Co.
North Liberty
574-656-4412

2015 Affiliate Sponsors
Bob’s Country Store
Mark & Cheryl Bromley
Mike & Lois Burkholder
Kristin Clauss
Dave & Pam Craft
Randy Ehninger
Farm Bureau Inc.
Peter Holmgren
Jan & Ron Ivkovich
David Johnson
Gunter & Erika Kison
Kuharic Enterprises

Jim & Marianne LaFree
Bill Lappin
McCormick Electric
Jeff Peterson
Pioneer Hi-Bred - Scott Ladig
Robert & Charlene Plasschaert
Donald Sporleder
Dale & Dorothy Stoner
Rick Stoner
Robin & Dema Vater
The Weiss Family
Zahl’s Elevator & Feed Mill

Frick Services, Inc.,
Wyatt
574-633-4065
frickservices.com

2015 Bronze Sponsors
Chez Chevaux Farm
Bill Autry

Lehman & Lehman, Inc.
Landscape Architects

Lappin Farms

North Central Cooperative

Little Denmark, Inc.

Matthy’s Farm Market

2016 Membership Form
Name: ______________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
City/State/Zip: _______________________________
Phone: _____________________________________
E-Mail: ____________________________________

Please Confirm Your Giving Level
Affiliate Membership: $25-$99
Bronze Membership: $100-$249 *
Silver Membership: $250-$499 *
Gold Membership: $500 & above **

All donors will receive a tax-deductible donation receipt, subscription to the SWCD newsletter, and recognition in our 2016 Annual Report.
*Bronze & Silver Memberships will include everything above PLUS a certificate of recognition, and recognition on the SWCD website
** Gold Memberships will include everything above PLUS 4 VIP Tickets & Oral Introduction to SWCD's Annual Meeting Dinner Banquet (if submitted by 1/15/2016).

If you would like to donate to a specific outreach or project/event, please indicate below:
General Education and Outreach
Conservation Kaleidoscope Newsletter Supporter
Youth Environmental Education Supporter
Annual Meeting Banquet (Donation must be submitted by 1-15-2016)
Agricultural Producers' Workshop (Donation must be submitted by 2-26-2016)
Conservation Field Tours (2 per year)
Other (Please Specify)

Want to donate with your Visa,
MasterCard, or PayPal account?
Visit our website at
www.stjosephswcd.org and
click on the "Donate" button.

Please make checks payable to “St Joseph County SWCD”
and mail along with this form to:
St. Joseph County SWCD, 2903 Gary Drive, Plymouth, IN 46563

Scan me to donate now!

NON PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
US POSTAGE PAID
SOUTH BEND IN
PERMIT NO. 225

ST JOSEPH COUNTY
SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
2903 GARY DRIVE
PLYMOUTH IN 46563

St. Joseph County Soil And Water Conservation Partnership
2015 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
John Dooms, Chair *34 years*
Jeremy Cooper, Vice Chair *5 years*
Stacey Silvers *7 years*
Arlene Schuchman *5 years*
Mike Burkholder *3 years*

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS
Bernie Byrd
Jerry Knepp
Keith Lineback
William Millar

FARM SERVICE AGENCY (USDA)
Gideon Nobbe, County Executive
Director
Lorin Awald, Linda Bentele, Abby
Ciesielski, Aldona Martin, Cindy
Slonaker

2015 ASSOCIATE SUPERVISORS
Dave Craft *15 years*
Jan Ivkovich *20 years*
Chuck Lehman *35 years*
Joe Long *29 years*
Randy Matthys *28 years*
Jim LaFree *25 years*
Carole Riewe *11 years*
Richard Schmidt *30 years*
Dale Stoner *46 years*
Dave Vandewalle *6 years*
Dru Wrasse *8 years*

SWCD/NRCS Partnership Staff:
Rick Glassman, District Manager /
Environmental Education
Coordinator, SWCD
Sarah Longenecker, County
Conservationist, SWCD
Sandra Hoffarth, Administrative
Assistant, SWCD
Debbie Knepp, District
Conservationist, USDA-NRCS
James Rodriguez, Soil
Conservationist, USDA-NRCS

PURDUE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
SERVICE (USDA)
Extension Educator - 4-H Youth
Development : Matthew Bellina
Secretary: Rebecca Best & Julynne
Freeland
Family Nutrition Program Assistants: Katie
Buchs, Erin Cataldo, Kathleen Doyle,
Lindsey Gresham, Jennifer Noie,
Michele Poitras & Susan Yozze
Extension Educator - Health and Human
Sciences : Edie Sutton & Ashley Dixon
Extension Educator -Agriculture & Natural
Resources : Phil Sutton

Are you ready to “GO GREEN” and help us save money and natural resources?
We can deliver your “Conservation Kaleidoscope” newsletter by email … Give us
a call or send us an email and tell us you’d like to “GO GREEN” THANK YOU!!!!

Scan me to
go Green!

The U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-22600 (voice and
TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal employment
opportunity provider and employer.

