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MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

I. CALL TO ORDER - On Tuesday April 20, 2021, at 7:04 pm a zoom meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the St Joseph
County SWCD was called to order by John Dooms, Chairman. 

PRESENT – SWCD 
John Dooms, Chair/Supervisor 
Dave Vandewalle, Supervisor  
Mike Burkholder, Supervisor 
Sam James, Supervisor 

PRESENT – SWCD/NRCS 
Sarah Longenecker, SWCD CC 
Sandra Hoffarth, SWCD AA 
Sam Buchanan, SWCD EEC 
Debbie Knepp, NRCS DC 

Present - EX‐OFFICIO 
PRESENT – Public 
Shane Whitmer 

ABSENT – SWCD 
Chris Matthys, Supervisor 
David Straughn  
Chuck Lehman 
Dru Wrasse  
Richard Schmidt  
Randy Matthys 
Dave Craft 

II. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA – n/a

III. REGULAR BUSINESS

a. Legislative Updates – (attached) bill tracker is available through email from the IASWCD.

b. Indiana Conservation Partnership Updates – Purdue Extension sent link to their annual report and upcoming
events (attached).

c. Minutes March 16, 2021 board meeting – Board Minutes were reviewed and approved as presented.

d. Treasurer’s Report: (3/13/2021-4/16/2021) – A motion (Vandewalle/Burkholder) was made to approve the
treasurer’s report as submitted.  Motion carried.

e. Approval of Claims (3/13/2021-4/16/2021) –A motion (Burkholder/Vandewalle) was made to approve Claim Nos.
11621-11625 for a total of $766.22. Motion carried.

IV. OLD BUSINESS

a. St. Joseph Co. Soil & Water Conservation Partnership Staff Reports

i. Field Office Report – The field office report was presented to the board, reviewed & discussed. (Attached)

ii. NRCS Talking Points – Knepp presented the NRCS talking points (attached).

b. Wildlife Food Plot Seed – Hoffarth reported that this year’s giveaway was a huge success with 62 people picking
up 128 one-gallon sized bags of seed in St Joseph County.  Our cost was $573.40.    At the Feb. 2021 board meeting
it was approved to spend up to $400 on seed.  A motion (Burkholder/Vandewalle) was made to release an
additional $173.40.  Motion carried.

V. NEW BUSINESS

a. Schedules/ Upcoming Events / Any Related Claims - calendars were handed out explaining upcoming special
events & holiday schedules on the back of the agenda.

i. CISMA (Cooperative Invasive Species Management Areas) – Longenecker informed the board that we
will be hosting a call out meeting with Marshall Co SWCD on May 11th at 6pm via Zoom.  This meeting is
planned to explain CISMA’s and how we can get interested community members and groups involved.

b. Notice of Destruction of Nonpermanent records – Hoffarth informed the board that we have files that have
surpassed the records retention length for Tree Sale Records, monthly and annual financial documents and copies
of timesheets from 2010 as well as EEC applicants not selected in 2017.  A motion (Burkholder/Vandewalle) was
made to approve the destruction of these files.  Motion carried.  Hoffarth will send the appropriate documents to
the state and county before shredding these files.

VI. PRIVILEGE OF FLOOR – Dooms asks that we contact St Hedwig’s to start planning our 2022 annual meeting and to start
thinking about potential keynote speakers.  Dooms also briefly discussed the 2022 budget hearings for the county. 

VII. ADJOURNMENT – The board meeting adjourned at 7:57 pm by motion (Vandewalle/Burkholder).  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,  

Sandra Hoffarth 
Administrative Assistant  
St. Joseph County Soil & Water Conservation District 
2903 Gary Drive, Plymouth, IN 46563 
Email: Sandra.hoffarth@in.nacdnet.net          
www.stjosephswcd.org 
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Supervisor 
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Supervisor 
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